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Art Unit: 2166 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on 1/26/04. 

The application has been examined and claims 1-30 are pending in this office 

action. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 21-30 the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
Computer program is used in a computerized process where the computer executes the 
instructions set forth in the computer program. Claimed invention taken as a whole is 
directed to a mere program listing, i.e., to only its description or expression, is it 
descriptive material per se and hence nonstatutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 



Application/Control Number: 10/764,800 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2166 

5. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Charles 
G. Call ('Call' hereinafter), USPgPub 2002/0165707. 

With respect to claim 1 , 

Call teaches a method for indexing data (para. 0069), comprising: 
receiving a token (see para. 0042, Call); 

determining whether a data field associated with the token is a fixed width (see 
para. 0103, Call); 

when the data field is a fixed width (see para. 0103, Call), designating the token 
as one for which fixed width sort is to be performed (see para. 0069, Call); and 

when the data field is a variable length (see para. 0010, Call), designating the 
token as one for which a variable width sort is to be performed (see para. 0103, Call). 

As to claim 2, 

Call teaches wherein the token is variable width and further comprising: 
transforming the variable width token into a fixed width token (see paras. 0076, 0130, 
Call). 

As to claim 3, 

Call teaches performing a fixed width sort on one of dual code paths and a 
variable width sort on the other of dual code paths (see paras. 0038, 0039, Call). 
As to claim 4, 
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Call teaches generating a sort key that includes a token type, a token, a 
document identifier, a document section, and an offset in a document (see para. 0103 et 
seq., Call). 

As to claim 5, 

Call teaches receiving different sections of a document at different times (see 
para. 0013, Call). 
As to claim 6, 

Call teaches wherein the different sections include a context section and an 
anchor text section (see para. 0025, Call). 
As to claim 7, 

Call teaches generating sort keys for each token of multiple tokens (see para. 
0069, Call); and 

using the sort keys to create posting lists that simultaneously are ordered by 
token and by document identifier for each token (see para. 0060, Call). 
As to claim 8, 

Call teaches using the sort keys to bring together multiple sections of a document 
(see para. 0013, Call). 
As to claim 9, 

Call teaches sorting on certain bits of a sort key containing multiple bits (see 
para. 0104, Call). 

As to claim 10, 

Call teaches sorting on uppermost bits of the sort key (see para. 0103, Call). 
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Claims 1 1-30 have the same subject matter as of claims 1-10 and essentially 
rejected for the same reasons as discussed above. 

Contact Information 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad Ali whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4105. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:30 am-6:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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